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The Gospel of Luke / Lesson 20  

The Prodigal Son 

Luke 15:11-32 



For Servants,  

- Please review the introduction to the Book of Luke and pick some information to focus on . 

- It is advisable to have the children take turns in reading the verses so that they get engaged 

and pay attention. Upon the servant prep. Servant may elect to summarize some verses into a 

story instead of reading verse by verse  based on the age of the children . You can simplify 

according to the age.  

MEMORY VERSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not obeying my parents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Explain to your class that repentance is turning away from our sin. Today we will hear 

a story about sin and repentance and how God responds to our repentance. 

 

LESSON TIME! 
Lesson Goal:  God is a loving Father  

Jesus tells a wonderful parable in today’s Bible reading. This parable is often called the 

Prodigal Son or “Parable of the Lost Son,” but a better title would be the “Parable of  the 

Loving Father.” It shows that God is a loving Father. 

 

 

Jesus told this parable to give His disciples and us a picture of God fatherly heart. Listen 

closely and hear about how much God loves us. God is a loving Father. Remember 

He told us when we pray to say: our Father who arts in heaven…….  

 

Luke 15:11-13 

 
11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to 

his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to 

them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all 

together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with 

prodigal living. . 

 

Right from the start, this parable shows us that God does not focus  on the son’s sin. 

Instead, He focuses on the son. In verse 11, Jesus  is acknowledging that the father is 

the owner and primary source of all things. The son says two little words that really give 

away where his heart is. Does anyone see two words in verse 12 that show the son’s 

heart? 

 

He says, “Give me.”   This tells us that he made his decision out of his own selfish heart. 

“Give me” is what this son chose to live by. He gets as far as he can from the influence of 

his father by saying, “I want what you can give me, but I don’t want you. I want your 

presents, but I don’t want your presence.”  People often have that attitude toward God. “I 

want God’s blessing, but I don’t want God’s presence in my life.” 

 

It goes on to tell us that the son wanted all the inheritance his father had for him. So, 

the father gave him his request, and as soon as he received his inheritance, he left the 

father and wasted his inheritance on prodigal or wasteful living. “Wasted” is a sad 

 

 

 



word. We can’t waste our life being away from Jesus; He is our beloved father who 

loves us and care for us.  

 

Luke 15:14-16 

 
14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began 

to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he 

sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach 

with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.    

 

He spent every last penny and ended up with nothing to show for it.  Even his so-called 

“friends” left him when the money ran out. They liked him when he had money to spend 

on them, but when the money disappeared, they did too. He began to be in want.  

A severe famine came.  What is a famine?   (Not enough food to feed the people.)  The 

only job he could get was a job feeding pigs.  He was so hungry and poor that he would 

have gladly eaten the pig’s food. 

 

The Prodigal son decided to be away from his father [God] and spend his time only with friends. 

He took what was his father’s and spent on his friends; Us too we need to stay close to God; pray and love 

God, love his church, and when we spend time with our friends or family, we also remember that God is 

with us and never stay away from God; God is a loving Father. 

No one even noticed or cared about this prodigal son.  No one offered to feed him or help 

him.  He was all alone.  He had once been rich, but now he was poor. He could have stayed 

in his father's presence and enjoyed him.  

 

Luke 15:17-19 
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 

have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my 

father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 

and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired 

servants.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



These are wonderful verses! We see the heart of the son change. The Bible says that he 

“came to himself.” It was kind of like he woke up and came to his senses. He realized 

something very important: he was guilty of sinning against his father.  It is the same 

realization we all should come to when our hearts cry out "God, I’m guilty. Please forgive 

me”. Just like the son, we are unworthy of God’s forgiveness, but by grace, He promises 

to forgive us if we come to Him. 

 

We see the son start to choose the right thing in verse 18. He does three things: 

"arise," "go" and "say." These words show us his repentance. He stands up, leaves for 

home, and hopes his father will let him stay. That is what repentance is for us too. It is 

when we agree with God about our sin and ourselves. It is saying "I was  wrong and 

You are right, Lord."  

 

Another way of looking at repentance is that it is a change of direction. It is when we 

have a change of mind and a change of heart about sin.  Then that change in our 

heart produces a change in our actions. It is like going in a certain direction, our own 

way, realizing it, and making a U-turn never to go that old direction again. 

 

That is why; in our Coptic church; we go confess our sins with Abouna to God and 

receive the absolution.  

 

Then the son says, "Make me." Those are beautiful words! They are words that show 

that his cry has changed from "give me" to "make me." He is showing his desire to 

come under the authority of his father and leave self behind. Jesus wants us to look 

at our own hearts and ask, “Am I saying, ‘give me’ to God, or is my response  ‘make 

me?’” “Give me” shows we only want to live for self, and we  will end up being in want. 

Our prayer can be like the prodigal son's, "Lord I want you to make me, to mold me." 

That is a beautiful prayer. Have you prayed that? 

 

Luke 15:20-24 

 
20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his 

father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 

And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and 

am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

 

22 “But the father said to his servants, bring out the best robe and put it on him, and 

put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and 

kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he 

was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.  

 

 

What an incredible passage of scripture! Remember that the heart of this earthly 

father is a picture for us of the heart of our Heavenly Father, God. God is a loving 

Father. 

 

 

 

 

 



This shows God's response to true repentance. God always receives our repentance. 

God is a loving Father. This is the only place in Scripture we see God run. When we 

truly repent and turn our hearts toward God and say, "make me into what you want 

me to be." It is when we leave the "give me's" behind, confessing our sin (like the son 

in verse 21), that God receives us as Jesus pictures for us here in verse 20. 

 

What does it say the father did? The father had lovingly and longingly been waiting for 

his son.  He had been watching for him all this time. God waits and watches for us while 

we are separated from Him. Remember it is only our sin that keeps us from Him.  

 

When we come to Him in true repentance, He sees us and has compassion on us (that 

means His heart goes out and embraces us), and He runs to us with hugs and kisses. 

What great love! No matter what our sin has been, when we truly repent, God our Father 

receives us this loving way. He will completely forgive us and remember our sins no 

more. God is a loving Father. 

 

What a wonderful Father we have.  He does not condemn us or tell us how wrong we 

have been.  He restores us as His children.   Verse 24 says, "...for this is my son."   What 

priceless words for a father to say to a child! He is going to celebrate because this is his 

son, restored to him! Our Heavenly Father loves us very much and wants us to come to 

Him no matter what we may have done.  It is this great love that God has towards us that 

makes us desire to  serve Him with all of our hearts. God is a loving Father. 

 

Luke 15:25-32 

 

25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these 

things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has 

received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ 

 

28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded 

with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been 

serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never 

gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as 

this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the 

fatted calf for him.’ 

 

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It 

was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is 

alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ” 

 

 

Here we see the other brother.   This can be a picture of some of us too. He seems 

outwardly opposite from the brother who left, yet just like his brother, he has a 

wasted life because of self- righteousness and pride. He wanted his brother to be 

reminded of his sin; he did not think there should be a celebration.  He did not want 

grace extended to his brother.   He thought his brother should be punished. This brother 

had stayed and been committed to his father's house, but he was a million miles away 



from his father’s heart. 

 

Verse 28 tells us this older brother exploded in anger. The right response would have 

been for him to join in the celebration of his brother's return. Instead, he isolates 

himself in pride and creates a scene to disrupt the celebration. He was saying, "It 

doesn't seem to pay to do right." But here we see God's heart again. It says the father 

came out and pleaded with him, calling him son and reminding him that he was 

always with him and all that the father had was this son's. 

 

What a loving heart God has to all kinds of prodigals. God is a loving Father . He lets us 

know that the blessing of obedience is having the Father's presence in our lives.  There is 

no greater blessing than living in fellowship with our loving Father.  Who would want to 

trade that for self and sin?  Sometimes we do choose our own way, but when we truly 

turn back to the father and say, "I have sinned. You are right," what will be His response 

to us? Remember God is a loving Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Simple Summary of the story: 

There was father who had two sons. The younger son asked his father to sell his things and 

give him the money. The son wanted to leave his family and do whatever he wanted. This made 

his father sad, but he gave the son his things. The son spent all the money. But then he was 

hungry. He found a job feeding pigs. He was so hungry. He wanted to eat the pig's food. He 

thought, I am going to go back to my father and say sorry. I will ask him if I can be his servant. 

When his father saw him, he was delighted. He ran to his son and welcomed him back into the 

family. He threw a party to celebrate his son was alive and back home. Jesus said, "There is 

great rejoicing in heaven when people return to God."  

 

PR A YER  

Lead the children in a prayer of Thanksgiving to our loving Heavenly Father asking Him 

to accept our repentance and forgive us, telling Jesus that we love Him.   

 

Review Questions  

 

1) Who asked the father for his share of his estate? 

The younger son / The older son / A servant 

 

2) Where did the younger son go? 

A nearby village / A distant land / Stayed at home 

 

3) What did the younger son do with the money? 

He invested it wisely / He gave it to the poor / He wasted it on wild living 

 

4) The younger son found a job feeding which animal?  

Pigs / Sheep / Cows 

 

5) How did the father react when the younger son returned home?  

He didn’t want to speak to him / He gave him a job as a servant / He  welcomed him as a 

son 

6) Which items did the father give to the younger son? 

A ring / A glove / A robe / A hat / Sandals / A bag 

 

7) How did the older brother feel when his brother returned?  

Happy / Angry / loving 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Email to Parents; 

 

Dear Parents,   

This week we learned about The Prodigal Son. The theme was “God is a  

loving Father.” We learn so much from this parable that Jesus told. One of  the greatest 

things we see is God’s heart towards us. He is our heavenly Father and this story speaks 

so much about our relationship with Him. No matter what we may have done, the Father 

loves us very much and is willing to forgive.  

we looked at different aspects of this parable. We looked at the father, the lost son and 

his brother; and learn valuable things from all of  them. Our prayer is that the Lord will 

teach us all more and more from His wonderful word this week. 

The section of scripture that we studied was Luke15:11-32. Please read it again with your 

children and discuss with them what they have learned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


