Memory Verse:

11 So the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing,
or the blind? Have not I, the Lord? 12 Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you

what you shall say.”

CHAPTERS 5 & 6: Moses’ encounter with Pharaoh

Read Exodus Chapters 5 and 6.

Read the interpretation of the chapters in Interpretation of the Book of Exodus by Father Tadros Yacoub
Malaty:

http://www.orthodoxebooks.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Exodus%20-%20Father%20Tadros%20Yacoub%
20Malaty.pdf

Brief introduction:
At the beginning of each lesson, please review book overview questions:
v What is the meaning of Exodus? Departure, going out. It refers to the departure of the
children of Israel from Egypt.
v’ Who wrote the Book of Exodus? Moses the Prophet
v/ What is the structure of the Book of Exodus? It tells the story of bondage of the Israelites
in Egypt, their exodus from Egypt to Sinai and the story of their journey in Sinai.

Main Points in the Chapters:

1. Anencounter inside the palace (5: 1-5)
Making servitude more severe (5: 6-15)
A murmur among the people (5: 16-23)
God’s confirmations to Moses (6: 1-13)
The family of Moses and Aaron (6: 14-28)
I am of uncircumcised lips (6: 29-30)
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Lesson:

Explain the main events of the chapters with a picture for each event, reading parts of the
chapter.

e Moses and Aaron go to Pharaoh and ask him to let God’s people go to the wilderness to hold a
feast for Him. But Pharaoh refuses.

e Pharaoh increases the burden of the Israelites on the pretext that they are lazy by making them
gather the straw to make the bricks and being required to still make the same number of bricks.
The people blame Moses for their trouble and Moses cries out to God.

God renews His promises and His covenant.
Moses and Aaron’s family/genealogy.

Lesson Aim

Even when we can’t see it or when things seem to go wrong, God is in control!

Activities

Ask: How many of you have been in an airplane?

Say: As you’re cruising along at 35,000 feet, are you able to see the pilot? (No) But you know that he’s in
the cockpit flying the plane right? You can trust that even though you can’t see him, he’s in control of the
plane. Sometimes when you're flying the pilot has to do something unexpected to keep the plane and
everyone in it safe. Sometimes he might have to make a steep turn so that you feel like you’re falling
sideways a little. Other times the plan might be bumped along by turbulence. You might not be able to
see the pilot, so you don’t know what he’s doing and why, but you know he’s always in control right?

Say: The Israelites were in slavery in Egypt. Pharaoh made them work long hours making bricks to build
temples and pyramids all over Egypt. Do you think he wanted to lose all that free labor? (No way!) Let’s
read God’s word and hear Pharaoh’s response.

Read Exodus 5:2: “Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the Lord, that | should obey him and let Israel go? | do not know
the Lord and | will not let Israel go.””

Say: Pharaoh didn’t know the One True God. He only knew about puny little Egyptian gods who didn’t
have any real power. So Pharaoh had no idea how powerful God really is! He soon would though... Not
only did Pharaoh refuse to let the Israelites go, but from then on he made their work even harder! He
said that the slaves would have to keep making the same number of bricks, but they wouldn’t be
provided with the straw they needed. That meant they would have to go gather their own straw before
they could make their bricks. Now the work would take even longer!

Ask: How do you think the Israelites felt about Moses and Aaron?

Say: The people were angry! They didn’t want to work even harder, but because of Moses and Aaron
their lives were even worse than before. They didn’t believe that God was really going to rescue them
from Pharaoh. They had forgotten how powerful God was and how much He cared for them.



Say: Moses felt terrible and he went before God and asked Him why things were so much worse. God
reminded Moses that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God didn’t forget about the
covenant He had made to Abraham years and years earlier to give His people their own land. Let’s hear
again from God’s Word what else God said to Moses...

Read Exodus 6:5-8: “I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and |
have remembered my covenant. Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘Il am the Lord, and | will bring you out
from under the yoke of the Egyptians. | will free you from being slaves to them, and | will redeem you
with an outstretched arm and with might acts of judgment...And | will bring you to the land | swore with
uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob, | will give it to you as a possession. | am the
LORD.”

Ask: Was Pharaoh in control? (No way!)

Say: It looked like things were going all wrong for Moses and Aaron. God had sent them before Pharaoh
to free the Israelites and all they’d accomplished was making the work even harder for the people.
Pharaoh had hardened his heart against God.

Ask: Have things ever not gone your way so you felt like God was no longer in control? Maybe you
prayed for something that didn’t happen, or you felt like God wasn’t listening when you cried out to Him.
(Allow time for kids to respond.)

Say: It might not always seem like it, but God has a plan, and nothing (and no one) can stop His plan!

Ask: Do you remember what happened to Jesus?

Say: He was arrested and killed right in front of all his friends and family! They probably thought that
God had forgotten about them too. They couldn’t see that God had a bigger plan; that He was in control.
But what happened three days later? That’s right! Jesus was resurrected! Even though the disciples
couldn’t see it, God was still in control. In fact, God used Jesus’ death as part of His great big plan.

Ask: Does anyone know what plan God had when Jesus died?

Say: Jesus died as a way to take the punishment that our sin deserves. God’s great big plan was to rescue
us from sin just like He would rescue the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Let’s pray together and thank
God for always being in control and for working out His great big plan to save us!

Pray Father God thank you for rescuing us from slavery to sin the way you rescued the Israelites from
slavery to Pharaoh. We know that we can trust you to be in control even when we can’t see it and even
when it looks like everything is going wrong. Thank you for showing us grace and love everyday! Amen.

Learning Activity 1: God is in Control

Supplies: White paper, pencils, and crayons; popsicle sticks, or other small items with an edge to use for
writing

Encourage the kids to think about something in their life that it feels like God isn’t in control of.

Pass out paper and have the kids write out briefly what that thing is (in pencil)

Have them color over what they wrote in light-colored crayons, totally covering the whole page.

Next, have the kids take a dark crayon and color completely over the layer of color, pressing fairly hard
onto the paper so that there is a layer of dark crayon wax.

Using the end of a popsicle stick, their fingernail, or other item have the kids scrap away the wax to write



“God is in control” on their paper. The lighter colors from underneath will appear in the words.
Encourage the kids to pray and ask God to help them trust Him in every circumstance throughout the
week.

Learning Activity 2: Soft Heart, Hard Heart

Supplies: Small sponge, stone, glass of water, pan

Ask one child to read Exodus 7:13, “Yet Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would not listen to them,
just as the LORD had said.”

Show the kids the sponge and the rock. Pass both around so they can feel each or ask them to describe
how they feel.

Explain that God wants our hearts to be soft toward Him so he can fill us with His Word. When our
hearts are soft, that means we are willing to listen to God and obey Him, even when it is difficult.
Explain that the water is like God’s Word. Slowly pour a few drops onto the sponge and watch as it is
quickly soaked up. Now pour a few drops on the rock. The water will simply drip off onto the pan.

Ask: Is it easier for us to know God and have a relationship with Him if our hearts are hard or soft?

Ask: If our hearts are hard toward God will we be able to understand His Word? (No)

Explain that Pharaoh hardened his heart toward God and wasn’t willing to obey. God would later punish
Pharaoh for his disobedience.

Memory Verse:

5 22 So Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Lord, why have You brought trouble on this people?

Why is it You have sent me?

61 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. For with a strong hand

he will let them go, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.”

CHAPTERS 7 to 10: The ten plagues

Servant’s Preparation:

Read Exodus Chapters 7 to 10.

Read the interpretation of the chapters in Interpretation of the Book of Exodus by Father Tadros Yacoub
Malaty:




