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Headings
Ahab marries Jezebel of
Sidon.

Ahab leads Israel into
idolatry.

Ahab becomes king of
Israel.

Short Summaries
1 Kings 16 tells the story of
King Ahab and Queen
Jezebel, who worshiped the
god Baal. Ahab built a
temple for Baal, and Jezebel
had the prophets of the
Lord killed.

King Ahab takes possession
of a vineyard that belonged
to Naboth, in spite of
Naboth's repeated refusals.
When Ahab's wife, Jezebel,
finds out, she has Naboth
killed and Ahab takes over
the vineyard.

Summaries
There was a man named
Elah who became king of
Israel, but he was evil. One
of his commanders, named
Zimri, killed Elah and
became king in his place.
But Zimri only ruled for
seven days before he was
killed by another
commander named Omri.
Omri became king and he
also was evil.

1 Kings 16 is the story of
King Ahab and his wicked
wife, Jezebel. They led the
people of Israel into
idolatry and were evil in the
sight of the Lord. Ahab was
killed in battle, and Jezebel
was eaten by dogs.
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Application Questions
How can we apply Ahab's
example of repentance to
our own lives?

What can we learn from
Ahab's example about the
dangers of disobedience?

How can we apply Ahab's
example of disobedience to
our own lives?

How can we apply Ahab's
example of humility and
obedience to our own lives?

What can we learn from
Ahab's example about the
importance of repentance?

What can we learn from
Ahab's example about
humility and obedience to
God?

What can we learn from the
example of Elah, Zimri and
Omri about the dangers of
sin?

How can we overcome the
temptation to sin, like Elah,
Zimri and Omri did?

Exegetical Questions
What was the attitude of
the people of Israel towards
the different kings in 1
Kings 16?

What can we learn from the
different kings in 1 Kings 16
about being faithful to
God?

What warnings can we take
from the story of the
different kings in 1 Kings 16
about being unfaithful to
God?

How did the different kings
in 1 Kings 16 gain power
and what was their rule
like?

How did the different kings
in 1 Kings 16 treat the
prophets of God?

How did the different kings
in 1 Kings 16 deal with the
worship of other gods?

What are the different
crowns mentioned in 1
Kings 16 and what do they
symbolize?

What was the main reason
for God's anger against the
different kings in 1 Kings
16?

Observation Questions
How did Ahab become
king?

What was the consequence
of Ahab's evil reign?

How did Zimri's rule come
to an end?

What did Ahab do that was
evil in the sight of the Lord?

How did Ahab's death
come about?

What did Elijah the prophet
say would happen to Ahab?
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Why did the people choose
Omri as king?

What circumstances led to
Elah becoming king of
Israel?

Group Discussion Questions
What does it mean that "all
the people of Israel" were
following the sins of
Jeroboam (1 Kings 16:26)?

Why did the people have
such a strong reaction to
Ahab's becoming king,
considering that he "did evil
in the sight of the Lord
more than all who were
before him" (1 Kings
16:30)?

Why do you think that "Elah
drank himself into a stupor"
and "Zimri burned the
palace down upon himself"
(1 Kings 16:18-20)?

How does the take-over of
power by Jehu help to
explain the prophets'
proclaiming that "the Lord
has spoken against the
house of Ahab" (1 Kings
16:3)?

How do we reconcile
Ahab's building of a temple
to Baal with the fact that he
"erected an altar for Baal in
the house of Baal" (1 Kings
16:32)?

How can we explain the
sudden rise of Omri to
power given that "he was
not much esteemed" (1
Kings 16:25)?

What do we make of the
fact that " Elijah the
Tishbite" came to Ahab and
pronounced judgment on
him (1 Kings 16:1, 17)?

What can we learn from the
story of Ahab's reign about
the Lord's attitude toward
those who turn away from
Him?

Prayers Based on 1 Kings 16
We thank you, O God, for
your faithfulness in spite of
the unfaithfulness of your
people.

We praise and exalt you, O
God, as the one true King,
who alone is worthy of all
honor and glory.

We confess our own sins
and the sins of our
forefathers, who have led
us astray.

We pray for forgiveness and
for your mercy and grace to
be extended to us.

We ask that you would raise
up godly leaders for your
people, who would lead us
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in your truth and
righteousness.

Journal Prompts
What can we learn from the
story of Ahab and Jezebel?

What would have
happened if Elijah had
never come on the scene?

How did Jezebel's influence
over Ahab change the
course of Israel's history?

How did Ahab's
impulsiveness and short
temper contribute to his
downfall?

How did God use Elijah to
bring about repentance in
Israel?

Why did Elah allow Zimri to
walk all over him and
ultimately kill him?

Was Ahab a good king?
Why or why not?

How would things have
been different if Omri had
never become king?
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