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TV Violence and You

You've had a long, hard day doing school work. Now it's time to relax and watch your favorite
afternoon television shows. You can hardly wait to see what will happen to your favorite char-
acters. So, you sit with your eyes glued to the TV set. It's easy to spend several hours watching
shows before you know it, isn't it? Have you ever thought about what you watch? Think about
this for a minute.

How much violence do you see on TV? Violent acts include hitting, shoving, hurting some-
one with a weapon, or destroying property. How does it make you feel when you see violent
actsonTV?

Some kids might think it's cool when a person beats up someone. They might even want to
do the same thing, just to be cool. But is violence really cool? God doesn't think so. Proverbs
6:16-19 lists seven things that God hates. One of them is "hands that shed innocent blood.”"
That's another way of saying that God does not like people to be violent. Jesus didn't like vio-
lence either. Once, Peter pulled out a sword to defend Jesus from soldiers. But Jesus told him to
put it away (Matthew 26:52). Violence wasn't the answer.

So when you see violence on TV, remember how God feels about it. Also remember that
what we watch can affect the way we think and act. That's why God wants us to think about
good things (Philippians 4:8). The next time your favorite shows come on, count the number of
violent acts it has. Decide if you think God would want you to watch (or do) something else.

An average American child will see 8,000 murders and more than 1,000,000 acts of violence
on TV before he or she is in the seventh grade.

"Do no wrong and do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, or the widow, nor shed
innocent blood in this place" (Jeremiah 22:3).
Kids' TV shows now have more than 30 acts of violence per hour--an all-time high.

Over 3,000 studies show that repeated viewing of violence can cause violent behavior. It also
can make us think that violence is normal.

"For your violence against your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut
off forever" (Obadiah 1:10).
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends a limit of 1 to 2 hours per day of TV viewing.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy" (Matthew 5:7).
Many TV shows solve everyone's problems in less than 30 minutes. But problems aren't always
solved so quickly in real life.

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God" (Matthew 5:9).

By: Garry K. Brantley
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TV Violence and You
Crossword Puzzle
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Across
2. About how many violent acts does the average children’s show have per hour?
5.  God hates hands that shed blood. (Proverbs 6:16-19)
6. "Foryour___ against your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you
shall be cut off from your people” (Obadiah 1:10).
8. "Blessed are the , for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7).
9. Peterpulled outa to defend Jesus.
10. God wants us to think on . (Philippians 4:8)
Down

1. What kind of act involves hitting, shoving, or hurting someone?

3. "Blessed are the , for they shall be called the sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).

4. Before a child gets to the seventh grade, he will have seen at least how many violent
actsonTV?

7. What book is this in? “Do no wrong and do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless,
or the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place.”
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Code Activity

Instructions: Decode the phrases using the key code to find the phrases

)®RH%E B%Ews ©E ehsheé.

2) Y8y e ¢¥é OURe kb Ok

3) Ss[e ¥Re dpEUGER ¢wnc SN LBmUe,

4HYaIe P ¥ 0o = Y& =0 IJIY,
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Lot is in Hot Water Activity
(Genesis 13:6-13)

Instructions: Fill in the blanks in the following story. Then find the blank words in the word search. (NKJV Translation)

Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their
were so great that they could not dwell . And there was
between the of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lots’s

. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land.

So Abram said to Lot, “ let there be no strife you and me, and
between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are .Is not the whole
land before you? Please from me. If you take the , then I will go to the

; or, if you go to the right, then | will go to the left.”

AndLlot_____ hiseyesand saw all the of , that it was well
everywhere (before the Lord destroyed and ) like
the of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward .Then
Lot for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot .And
they separated from each other. dwelt in the land of ,and
dwelt in the cities of the plain and his even as far as Sodom.

But the men of Sodom were exceedingly and against the
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Lot is in Hot Water

Activity
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Lot is in Hot Water Word Search

Instructions: As you search for and circle the words from the word bank, think about what

those words have to do with the lesson.
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Herdsmen
Jordan
Please
Possessions
Wicked
Zoar

Right
Separate
Sinful
Sodom
Strife
Tent
Together
Watered

Journeyed

Left
Lifted
Livestock
Lord

Lot
Pitched
Plain

Brethren
Canaan
Gomorrah

Between
Chose

Garden

Abram
East
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Code Activity

Instructions: Decode the phrases using the key code to find the phrases
) BR% OUr=s UL &Hshé
LOT LIVED IN SODOM.

2)Jayé ¢de OULe kb Ok
ABRAM WAS KIND TO LOT.

3) éfché” ¥2o I PRadp ¢ene =fUO oUxU=e
SODOM AND GOMORRAH WERE EVIL CITIES.

4HIaude Pde ¥ ¢Ues= ZYé& =0 JLIY
ABRAM HAD A WIFE NAMED  SARAL

5) Y e YeO=s Je kR YL Hpfe oURU e
ABRAM ASKED GOD TO SPARE THE CITIES.

6) Oh%  SPfhé= #h OUF® UL Spché Y2o e fhugp
LOT CHOSE TO LIVE IN SODOM AND GOMORRAH.

7) 6 YELYe edUe %[ GRH'RO=dém O=k Hpeiw =
SO ABRAM SAID TO LOT, “ PLEASE LET THERE BE

2 kLo = Hekeeo= HPHT YRe 6, JR¢ E=oké¢eoel
NO STRIFE BETWEEN YOU AND ME, AND BETWEEN

6 PONIeETE ¥2T SRRs PUONeE L TR ¢ §o
MY  HERDSMEN AND YOUR HERDSMAN; FOR WE ARE

A=kpPlr=8"
BRETHREN.”
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TV Violence and You
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2. About how many violent acts does the average children’s show have per hour?
5.  God hates hands that shed blood. (Proverbs 6:16-19)
6. "Foryour___ against your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you
shall be cut off from your people” (Obadiah 1:10).
8. "Blessed are the , for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7).
9. Peterpulled outa to defend Jesus.
10. God wants us to think on . (Philippians 4:8)
Down
1. What kind of act involves hitting, shoving, or hurting someone?
3. "Blessed are the , for they shall be called the sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).
4. Before a child gets to the seventh grade, he will have seen at least how many violent
actson TV?
7. What book is this in? “Do no wrong and do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless,

or the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place.”
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Lot is in Hot Water

(Genesis 13:6-13)

Instructions: Fill in the blanks in the following story. Then find the blank words in the word
search.

Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for

their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. And there was

strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s
livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land.

So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, and
between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is not the whole land
before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then | will go to the right;
or, if you go to the right, then | will go to the left.”

And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well

watered everywhere (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the

garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. Then Lot chose for

himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each

other. Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and

pitched his tent even as far as Sodom. But the men of Sodom were exceedingly

wicked and sinful against the Lord.
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Word Search

Lot is in Hot Water
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Lot is in Hot Water
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Herdsmen
Jordan
Please

Right

Journeyed

Left

Abram

Between

Separate
Sinful

Lifted

Brethren
Canaan
Chose

Possessions
Wicked

Zoar

Sodom
Strife
Tent

Livestock

Lord
Lot

East

Pitched
Plain

Garden

Together
Watered

Gomorrah



