Lesson 021
A Bride For Isaac

Genesis 24:1-67

MEMORY VERSE

ISAIAH 62:5 "...as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. "

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:

Several appropriately colored construction paper shapes of a shoe, piece of bread, car, shirt, pair
of socks, pants, house, money, box of cereal, etc. Masking tape and two signs designated “needs”
and “wants”. Blank white paper, markers or crayons.

ATTENTION GRABBER! Seek and Find

Cut out several appropriately colored construction paper shapes of a shoe, piece of bread, car, shirt,
pair of socks, pants, house, money, box of cereal, etc. Hide these around the classroom prior to
the arrival of your class. Instruct them to find hidden objects in the classroom.

Discuss how God supplies for our specific needs for food, clothing, and shelter.
LESSON TIME!
Lesson Goal: We can trust God for each and every need.

Abraham was getting old, and his son Isaac was not yet married. Abraham wanted to make sure
that Isaac had a godly wife. As we read today’s lesson we will see a beautiful picture of God's
provision. We can trust God for each and every need.

Did you know that God will take care of all of your needs? He promises in the Bible that He
will take care of His children—all those who have put their trust in Him including you and me.

A Bride for Isaac
Genesis 24:1-4

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 So
Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, “Please, put your hand
under my thigh, 3 and I will make you swear[a] by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the
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earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom |
dwell; 4 but you shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

Abraham sent his most trusted servant back to Abraham's own country to find a bride for Isaac.
[saac was now forty years old. Abraham made his servant swear that he would not find a bride
from among the Canaanites, but rather from his own relatives.

Why was Abraham concerned about having a bride from his own people? He was concerned that
the people there worshipped pagan gods. Throughout the Bible, we see a separation between
God’s people and the world, those who serve God and those who serve idols. It is a reminder that
we are to be a separate people. We live in this world, but it should never mark who we are. We
need to be a different and unique people who reflect the light and life of Jesus Christ.

Genesis 24:5-8

5 And the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must |
take your son back to the land from which you came?” 6 But Abraham said to him, “Beware that you
do not take my son back there. 7 The LORD God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and
from the land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I give
this land,” He will send His angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 8 And if
the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this oath; only do not take my
son back there.”

Abraham insisted that Isaac stay in Canaan. He assured his servant that God would prosper his
mission and that God's angel would go before him. If the servant could not get the woman to go
with him, he was released from the oath.

It was important to Abraham that Isaac not go back to his father’s homeland because he knew the
call that God had on his life. He was to become a great nation. The land of Canaan was the
Promised Land that the descendants of Abraham would be given. If [saac were to travel back to
where his relatives lived, he might be tempted to settle there, and God’s plan and purpose would
not be fulfilled. We need to be careful to make sure we understand what God’s plan is for our lives
and then move forward in that plan. We need to trust that God will meet all of our needs
along the way just as Abraham had faith in God. We can trust God for each and every need.

[Activity ] Need or Wants

Goal is : Discuss the difference between needs and wants. Explain that it is okay to pray for both,
but important to know the difference.
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Tape two large squares on the floor and label one “needs” and the other “wants.” Explain to your
class that you will read several scenarios and that they must run to the square that best
represents the scene.

1- Marina is growing very quickly; her shoes are getting tighter every day. They already hurt her
feet. Soon she will not even be able to get them on her feet. She prays and asks God for a pair of
shoes that will fit her (Need or Want?)

2- Nathan is very thrifty. He never wastes anything. He really likes the new Tazmanian Taffy
Twister Toy. Since he is a good boy, he feels like it would be okay to ask for one for Christmas
(Need or Want?).

3- John is hungry. His mother offers him some soup and bread and butter. He cries because he
doesn’t want soup but wants some French-fries instead (Need or Want?).

4- Mark has two remote control cars. He prays for God to give him a fishing pole (Need or
Want?).

5- Mary has not eaten any food since breakfast and there is none in the house. He prays for
God to provide some bread (Need or Want?).

6- Mina has to go to the store, but his bicycle has a flat tire. The store is just three blocks away, but

he prays for God to help him repair his bicycle (Need or Want?).
Genesis 24:9-14

9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this
matter. 10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, for all his master’s goods
were in his hand. And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. 11 And he made his
camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at evening time, the time when women go out to
draw water. 12 Then he said, “O LORD God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and
show kindness to my master Abraham. 13 Behold, here I stand by the well of water, and the daughters
of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14 Now let it be that the young woman to whom [
say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give your
camels a drink’—Ilet her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I will know
that You have shown kindness to my master.”

Abraham’s servant traveled to Mesopotamia and then prayed to God for success in his mission.
He trusted in God to bring the right woman; he prayed specifically so that he could know it was
God answering his prayer. We, too, can trust God to answer our prayers and assure us of His
direction. We can trust God for each and every need.

Can you think of a time when the Lord answered your prayers? Go around the class and allow a
few children to talk about when and how the Lord helped them.
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Genesis 24:15-19

15 And it happened, before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah,[a] who was born to
Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her pitcher on her
shoulder. 16 Now the young woman was very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known her. And
she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. 17 And the servant ran to meet her and
said, “Please let me drink a little water from your pitcher.”

18 So she said, “Drink, my lord.” Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand and gave him a
drink. 19 And when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels
also, until they have finished drinking

Rebekah came out to fetch water for the household. Rebekah was Abraham's nephew's daughter.
No sooner did Abraham's servant prayed than his prayer was answered. Rebekah did all that
Abraham's servant had asked God that the chosen woman would do. God was faithful to assure
Abraham’s servant of His will.

Genesis 24:20-26

20 Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the well to draw water, and drew
for all his camels. 21 And the man, wondering at her, remained silent so as to know whether the LORD
had made his journey prosperous or not.

22 So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a golden nose ring weighing
half a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels of gold, 23 and said, “Whose
daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there room in your father’s house for us to lodge?” 24 So she said
to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah’s son, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 Moreover she said to
him, “We have both straw and feed enough, and room to lodge.” 26 Then the man bowed down his
head and worshiped the LORD.

Abraham’s servant gave Rebekah gifts to show his good intentions and then asked who she was.
When Abraham's servant realized she was part of Abraham’s family, he knew his prayers had
been answered and he worshipped God. May we remember to give thanks for God’s faithfulness in
answering our prayers!

Genesis 24:27-33

27 And he said, “Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and
His truth toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master’s
brethren.” 28 So the young woman ran and told her mother’s household these things.
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29 Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to the man by the well. 30
So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s wrists, and when he
heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying, “Thus the man spoke to me,” that he went to the man.
And there he stood by the camels at the well. 31 And he said, “Come in, O blessed of the LORD! Why do
you stand outside? For I have prepared the house, and a place for the camels.”

32 Then the man came to the house. And he unloaded the camels, and provided straw and feed for the
camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33 Food was set before
him to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until I have told about my errand.” And he said, “Speak on.”

Abraham’s servant went to Rebekah's home where he was treated with hospitality. He told
Rebekah's family how he was sent to find Isaac a bride and how the Lord revealed Rebekah was
to be that bride.

Genesis 24:34-59

34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has blessed my master greatly, and he has
become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female servants, and
camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and to
him he has given all that he has. 37 Now my master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife
for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; 38 but you shall go to my
father’s house and to my family, and take a wife for my son.” 39 And I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the
woman will not follow me.” 40 But he said to me, ‘The LORD, before whom I walk, will send His angel
with you and [a]prosper your way; and you shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my
father’s house. 41 You will be clear from this oath when you arrive among my family; for if they will
not give her to you, then you will be released from my oath.’

42 "And this day I came to the well and said, ‘O LORD God of my master Abraham, if You will now
prosper the way in which I go, 43 behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass that
when the virgin comes out to draw water, and I say to her, “Please give me a little water from your
pitcher to drink,” 44 and she says to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also,”—Iet her be the
woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.

45 “But before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming out with her pitcher on
her shoulder; and she went down to the well and drew water. And I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46
And she made haste and let her pitcher down from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will give your
camels a drink also.” So, I drank, and she gave the camels a drink also. 47 Then I asked her, and said,
‘Whose daughter, are you?’ And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to
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him.” So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her wrists. 48 And I bowed my head and
worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the way of
truth to take the daughter of my master’s brother for his son. 49 Now if you will deal kindly and truly
with my master, tell me. And if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing comes from the LORD; we cannot speak to
you either bad or good. 51 Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go, and let her be your master’s
son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.” 52 And it came to pass, when Abraham’s servant heard their
words, that he worshiped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 53 Then the servant brought out
jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious things
to her brother and to her mother.

54 And he and the men who were with him ate and drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the
morning, and he said, “Send me away to my master.” 55 But her brother and her mother said, “Let the
young woman stay with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go.” 56 And he said to them, “Do
not [b]hinder me, since the LORD has prospered my way; send me away so that I may go to my master.”

57 So they said, “We will call the young woman and ask her personally.” 58 Then they called Rebekah
and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” And she said, “I will go.” 59 So they sent away Rebekah
their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men.

Rebekah’s family did not want her to go right away, but she was given the final decision. She
decided to go. Can you imagine what this meant for Rebekah? She was about to go to another
country to live with people she had never even met before. She would have to trust in the Lord
completely. She must have realized that the God who clearly called her to be Isaac’s bride would
certainly take care of her.

How we need to trust the Lord in what He calls us to do. We may be uncertain of what lays ahead
just as Rebekah, but we do know that God’s will and purposes are good. May we like Rebekah be
willing to set off on new adventures of faith.

Genesis 24:60-67

60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her: “Our sister, may you become The mother of thousands of
ten thousands; And may your descendants possess The gates of those who hate them.”

61 Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and they rode on the camels and followed the man. So, the
servant took Rebekah and departed. 62 Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt
in the South. 63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes and
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looked, and there, the camels were coming. 64 Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw Isaac,
she dismounted from her camel; 65 for she had said to the servant, “Who is this man walking in the
field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So, she took a veil and covered herself.

66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So, Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.

[saac was in the field praying when Abraham's servant came. He was not anxious; he was
seeking the Lord and His will. Then Rebekah became his wife, and he loved her.

What we learn: We learn from this story that God is faithful to those who trust Him and commit
their ways to Him. We also learn to ask God specifically for our needs and to thank Him when
He answers. We can trust God for each and every need.

We can also see a picture of Jesus in this story. God the Father sent the Holy Spirit to bring His
Son a bride—the church! Justlike Rebekah, the church is to be pure, have a servant's heart, and
be prepared to leave. Jesus is like Isaac, but even more so, in His love for us (His bride) and
desire that we live with Him eternally. In His great love, he laid down His life to purchase the
salvation of His bride.

[Activity] Here Comes the Bride

Before class, write the memory verse (Isaiah 62:5b) at the bottom of a piece of paper (placed
horizontally). Using markers or crayons have the children draw a picture of Isaac and Rebekah.
After they draw their pictures, ask them what they learned from today’s lesson.

Explain how this is a picture of how God is preparing a bride (the church) for His Son. What can
we learn from this about how much the Lord loves us?

PRAYER

Lead the children in a prayer for specific needs. Ask the children to share prayer requests and have
them write those need and put it on the alter in the next liturgy.

138



