Lesson 017
Abraham Bargains With God
Genesis 18:16-33

MEMORY VERSE
PROVERBS 11:19

As righteousness leads to life, so he who pursues evil pursues it to his own death.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:

e A small pillow.
e Asmany 4.5”x11” pieces of paper and ribbons as the number of children in your class and
crayons, pens, pencils, or markers.

ATTENTION GRABBER! Persistent Pillow Perch

Bring a small pillow to class. Show it to the kids and ask them if they think it is too heavy to hold up.
Select an eager volunteer to come to the front of the class to demonstrate. Have the volunteer hold
his arms straight out in front of his body. Place the pillow gently on his arms. With a stopwatch or
the second hand of a watch, time the pillow holder.

While he is holding the pillow, tell the class about persistence in prayer. The dictionary defines
perseverance as persisting in what is undertaken and maintaining a course in spite of difficulty or
obstacles, to continue steadfastly. It is not easy to persist in prayer...the TV is on, there are chores to
do, we forget. But the God of all creation is ready to listen when we pray. He will grant the requests
that are according to His will.

Let the pillow holder hold it up as long as he can. Ask him if it got heavier the longer, he held it up.
Have him sit down and give someone else a turn. In today’s lesson, we are going to learn about
persistence in prayer and how God answers our prayers. God hears us when we pray!

LESSON TIME!
Lesson Goal, Key points to teach:

e The Strong relationship of friendship between Abraham and God.
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e Abraham’s conversation and bargaining with God on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah: that is
a reminder of the intersession that our Coptic church cherish.

e Touch on: Intercession.

e (God hears us when we pray!

One day the Lord visited Abraham. Although, it seemed an impossible promise since Abraham and
Sarah were very old, God promised they would have a son. Then, the Lord shared with Abraham His
plans for the wicked city of Sodom. He was about to bring judgment upon them. But there was a
problem; Abraham’s nephew Lot lived in the city of Sodom. Let’s see what happens.

GENESIS 18: 17-19

17 And the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, 18 since Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

19 For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that
they keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham
what He has spoken to him.

God had great plans for Abraham. He was going to make him the father of a great nation. Jesus
Christ, God's own Son, would be a descendant of Abraham. God chose Abraham to be a righteous
example to others. Since Abraham was chosen for such great things, God told him of His plans for
the city of Sodom, the place where Abraham's nephew Lot lived.

Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty:

[God, with His love for man, does not wish to hide His secrets from him ... The prophet David says
that God’s secret is for those who fear Him; and Amos says: “Surely the Lord God does nothing,
unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets” (Amos 3: 7). As God sets Abraham a great
nation and lets him enjoy the coming of the Lord Christ as his descendant, so that all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed in him; He talks to him frankly and with an open heart, to teach his
children the life of fellowship with God.]

Do you think that God wants to speak to His people? He spoke to His people then and He is still
speaking to us today. We may not hear an audible voice, but He desires to speak to His people.
Sometimes, He wants us to know His plans; and other times, He reserves that information for
Himself. We communicate with God as we read His Word and allow His Spirit to speak to our hearts.
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We also communicate with God through prayer as we tell Him our needs and praise Him for His
goodness. God hears us when we pray!

GENESIS 18: 20- 21

20 And the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin
is very grave, 21 I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the
outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know.”

Sodom and Gomorrah had grown very wicked. The people there were sinful and rebellious against
God. God could not let them continue in their wicked ways, so He was prepared to judge them.
People may think that they can get away with sin forever, but there will come a day of judgment. No
one can choose to live a life of sin and not suffer the consequences.

Meditation for the servant: Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty: [That reveals to what extent man’s evil had
reached; the sins were crying out, asking for chastening their doers; and the earth is no more
standing that corruption, so it is moaning to God seeking His judgment against man; Sodom and
Gomorrah were two cities close to the Dead Sea, where Lot dwelt. Sodom means (Burning up),
while Gomorrah means (flood). So, these two cities became symbols of sin, that lead the soul, as
though to get burnt in fire or drowned in flood.]

GENESIS 18: 22- 25

22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the
Lord. 23 And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?
24 Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it
for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right?”

Abraham stood before the Lord and pleaded for any righteous people in the city. Abraham's nephew
Lot was in the city and surely Abraham did not want him destroyed with the wicked. Abraham is
praying (interceding) for others. This is called intercessory prayer. We, too, can pray for God's
protection and blessings on others. God hears us when we pray!

Notice that Abraham was comfortable going to the Lord to ask Him a question. Do you ever have
questions that you would like to ask God? He wants to talk to us, to spend time with us, and to
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answer our questions. He has all the answers. Even if we feel something is unfair, like Abraham did,
we can go to the Lord and will help resolve our questions.

We want to learn 2 things here.

1- Praying to God about everything and develop a relationship with him; be His friend like
Abaraham. And

2- Our Coptic church taught us that we have a cloud of saints who would intercede for us and
pray for us, such as Saint Mary, [ Ask the children who is your intercessor? And start planting
the idea in their hearts]

GENESIS 18: 26- 31

26 So the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for
their sakes.” 27 Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have
taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous;
would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy
it.” 29 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?” So, He
said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.”

30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?”
So, He said, “l will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon
myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not destroy it
for the sake of twenty.”

We also wanted to learn to pray for each other; pray for the sick, for the poor, for our families....
when we pray to God, we need to learn that we have to trust God that He will make the best
judgment, and His knowledge is bigger and higher. In faith we would pray and ask but we trust that
God is in control, and He will do what is correct and beneficial to us even if that is not what we like
or want.

[ From St. Takla Web: https://st-takla.org/books/en/pope-shenouda-iii/comparative-
theology/mediation-intercession.html

The intercessions of the saints for us are merely praying for us; they are of the pleading type, which
is completely different to Christ's atoning mediation.

This is sanctioned by the Holy Bible which says: "...pray for one another"” (Jas.5: 16). The saints

themselves asked people to pray for them. St. Paul said to the Thessalonians: "...pray for us"

(2Thess.3: 1) and asked the Hebrews the same request: "Pray for us" (Heb.13: 18). He also said to
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the Ephesians: "...praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to
this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints - and for me" (Eph.6: 18,19). The
request to pray for one another is countless in the Holy Bible. If the saints ask us to pray for them,
shall we not ask them to pray for us? If we ask the prayers of those who are still in their spiritual
combats, subject to sufferings like us", shall we not ask the prayers of the saints who completed
their striving and departed to Paradise, living with Christ? Or have these saints been demoted after
their departure from earth to Paradise so that we are only allowed to ask their prayers when they
are on earth and forbidden to do so when they are in Paradise close to God? If we ask the prayers of
human beings, is it too much to ask the prayers of the angels?

For servant’s review: [ intercession]

e https://www.suscopts.org/q&a/index.php?catid=210
e https://www.lacopts.org/story/the-concept-of-intercession/
e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztll7ZKvTkO

Abraham also models for us persistence in prayer. He was humble, realizing he was but “dust and
ashes;” yet he continually sought the Lord's mercy. Each request Abraham brought; the Lord
granted. God hears us when we pray! Persistency in prayer is important.

Abraham was called the “friend of God” (James 2:23). What a blessing to have that kind of
relationship with the Lord. God wants to have that kind of close relationship with each one of us.
We can be God’s friends when we come to Him through Christ.

GENESIS 18: 32- 33

32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be
found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” 33 So the LORD went His way as
soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

Lastly, Abraham asked, “Would God save Sodom if ten righteous people remained in the city?”
Abraham wanted Lot and his family to be safe from God’s judgment. Surely, Abraham thought, Lot's
family would be the righteous that saved the city. Then, the Lord departed.

We can learn many things from Abraham. God chose him for great blessings; yet he was humble.
Abraham was a man of faith and a man persistent in prayer. He interceded for others. May we follow
his example. God hears us when we pray!

Remember, as Christian, our desire should be to see God’s will done, not our own will. God does not
always answer our prayers the way we think He should, but He will always do what is best for us.
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God Hears

Let the children think of things that are not right in the world; for example, some people need to
know Jesus, some people are hungry, some need homes, some need jobs, some people are mean,
and some are sick. Ask your students to choose one or two things and commit to intercede for those
people or situations. Have them write it on a 4.5” x 11” sheet of paper. Roll these into scrolls and tie
them with ribbon. Ask your students to tell you what God does as a result of their prayers.

PRAYER

Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to intercede in persistent prayer. Pray for the church
through the intercession of St. Mary and ask the children to pray at home and utilize the
intersession of their beloved saint.
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